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	The Bunch Family Of South Eastern KY 

By Russ Klicker 

This site is constantly collecting new information so check it often. 

Brothers: 

Lorenzo Dow Bunch (Approx 1821-1895) & 

James Bunch (1802 - 1864) 

This web site shares some of our family folklore in an effort to pull in information that may help add to what we know about our family history.  If you would like to comment on any of our stories or pictures please contact me at ogemah@earthlink.net. 

Jack Goins who has done extensive research on the Melungeons (remnants of the old tribes of VA & NC) has been kind enough to let me reference some of his work which includes information on our Bunch family.  Margie Starling, Dan Bunch, Sheila Pedigo, Laura Wright, Anne Fialcowitz  & others have also exchanged Bunch research with me - which I am also appreciative. 

Research on our Bunch family back beyond Lorenzo & James has been difficult to say the least and to this day we have only a few clues to their origins. 

We can find our earliest clues back through Fanny Bunch, James' wife.  Fanny was the daughter of Israel Bunch.  Israel was part of the Goins, Collins & Gibson clan who are referred to as "Melungeon."  This group included at least some Saponis.  In 1890 Calloway Collins told the reporter Will Allen Dromgoole that his clan was known as the Ben Tribe, and they, the Collins and Gibsons, had stolen those names from white settlers in Virginia where they were living as Indians, before migrating to North Carolina.  Micajer Bunch, known as "King of the Melungeons" was part of this clan.  Members of this clan were often counted as "Free Persons of Color" or "Mulatto" census records.  This categorization simply meant "not-white."

Some Bunches descending from this clan are listed on DAWES applications - like Jesse Bunch & John Carr Bunch who were descendants of Hannah Cruze Bunch and John Anderson Bunch.  Hanna Cruze (a.k.a Crews) is said to be related to Corn Tassel,  an old Cherokee Chief.   John Anderson Bunch & Micajer Bunch are both descendants of Paul Bunch.  

Israel Bunch moved with this group into northeast TN during the late 1700s.  Some Bunches were officially documented as full blood Saponi.  An Eno-Occoneechee (Saponi) petition for recognition by the State of North Carolina-1750 gave Saponi Indians Jeramiah Bunch, George Gibson, and Henry Bunch land grants in 1785 along the Eno River just east of Hillsboro, North Carolina.  The Saponi had a settlement near Hillsboro, North Carolina in the post revolutionary Pleasant Grove region.

In the late 1700s, Israel migrated through the Cumberland area of KY and on to Greene Co Indiana where he is listed as a "Free Person of Color" on the 1830 census.  Also listed on this census were some other Bunches, Shadrack Moore (related to our Bunches) & Goings (Goins?) - some linked to our family & others traceable back to the original Melungeon clan.  

In a 1903 Interview with the Hancock County Times, Lewis M. Jarvis stated: "Vardy Collins, Shepherd Gibson, Benjamin  Collins, Solomon Collins, Paul Bunch and the Goodmans, chiefs and the rest of them settled here about the year 1804, possibly about the year 1795, but all these men above named, who are called Melungeons, obtained land grants and muniments of title to the land they settled on and they were the friendly Indians who came with the whites as they moved west. They came from the Cumberland County and New River, Va., stopping at various points west of the Blue Ridge. Some of them stopped on Stony Creek, Scott County, and Virginia, where Stoney Creek runs into Clinch River."
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Lorenzo Dow Bunch was my GGGrandfather.  There is speculation that our Dow took his name from the famous preacher Lorenzo Dow.  Our Dow (a.k.a. Dowel) was said to be tall and dark skinned.  He liked to fight and was regarded as the meanest man in the commonwealth of KY.   I can't begin to tell you how many times I've heard "if you have any Bunch blood at all, ..."  implying that having "Bunch blood" means a lot to our family.

Dow was a teenager when our government forced the removal of thousands of Indians from their lands.  It's not surprising that a few of our elders referred to Dow as "black" and there is even a story that Dow was the son of a Melton woman raped by an Indian.  I have rigorously researched this story and can find no evidence to support it.  To the contrary,  evidence suggests that Dow was raised by an Indian family.  Dow once killed a snake, hung it on a fence and sang to it - this tells us that Dow was taught ethnic ways that he would not have learned growing up as a white.  Where did the Bunch name come from? 

My mother worked for several years trying to trace Dows parents but she passed away a few years ago without having satisfied her quest.  I have picked up this quest and have been working on this now for about 6 years.   

I have always been told Dow was Cherokee - this may have been the simple story.  I know now through the information discussed herein and other that Fanny's line was probably Saponi. The Saponi & "Overhill" Cherokee lands were adjacent to each other in the early 1800s and located in the migration path of Israel & the Melungeons.  In fact, Dow held land on Illwill Creek which was near Albany KY which would have been close to the northern boundary of these two reservations.  For certain, the Melungeon clan Israel was part of had multiple connections to the Saponi & Cherokee.

Here are a couple of stories about Dow:

1. "Dow was once challenged to a fight in Albany Ky by a rough & tumble fighter of the day.  On his way to this fight someone said Dow this bully is going to grab your hair and beat you up!, Dow took out his Barlow knife, cut his hair and won the fight." -  In 1968, this story was re-told in Allen Trout's column of the Louisville Courier Journal.  A man named Al Huff wrote to the Courier the following day saying his ggrandfather was the saloon keeper in Albany and often promoted fights there. 

2. "During the Civil War, raiders came and stole Dow's horses. That night, Dow went and got them back."  Dow did not serve in the civil war despite his reputation as a great fighter.  Indians were exempted. 

Most Wanted, Information On:
I am looking for information on the following, please e-mail me (address link at top of page) if you can add anything.

1.  Valentine Bunch, James Bunch's son.  (A Valentine Bunch fought with Sam Houston at the Battle of San Jacinto just after the Alamo.  Sam Houston was adopted by the Cherokees in TN after he ran away and lived with them.  Our Valentine Bunch seems to be born a few years too late for this but this could be a mistake in the census.)

2.  The Indian school near Ft Blackmore, late 1700s, who attended? 

3.  Anything on James Bunch, Henry Bunch, Joseph Bunch or Samuel Bunch (agent to the Osage). 

4.  Anything on the Mitchisson (Colonel Mitchisson, War of 1812) family & their Creek bloodline. 

5.  Anything on "Drury" or Andrew Bunch. 

6.   Anything on James Bunch, or children: 

    a.  Elizabeth 

     b.  Anna Jane 

     c.  Valentine 

     d.  Elinorah 

     e.  Joseph 

     f.  Spicy 

     g.  Preston 

     h.  Green 

  
	Family Photos
Please contact me if you know anything about these photos
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Old Cherokee House
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Bunch In Parade Circa 1880
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Photo Taken in Denver Co - Electric Studio Bunch in studio garb?  I have reviewed about 200 photos on-line at the Denver Public Library Western History/Genealogy Department and could not find this photo
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Dow's son, Grandville To The Left
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Robert Bunch (sitting)
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Dow's Daughter Lucinda With Husband McCawley
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My Mom - Louise Bunch Klicker




