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Sneedville, Tn. 37869
March 7, 1981
Mrs. Nedlene Renner
Rte. 3, Box 81-A
Noblesville, Indiana 46060
Dear Mrs. Renner:
Thank you for the check. It was appreciated. It helps to pay for genealogical expenses incurred in securing information.
The first census of Hancock Co., Tn. listed: Fam. #77N. LIVELY BUNCH, 50, b. Va., cake baker, dau. of Joseph & Rachel Bunch. Issue: Jane, 19; Jesse, 12; Wm. H., 10; Burwell, 8; Absolum, 6; and Wm. Collins, 18—they were all b. Tn. Lively m. Geo. W. Goins, 8/5/1839 in Hawkins Co.
Family #79: BENJAMIN BUNCH, 80, b. NC, wife, Mary "Polly" (Dotson), 79, b. Va. In 1860, she was in home of Washington Pridemore—her son-in-law.
Benjamin Bunch, b. 1770 in NC, m. to a small woman, Mary Dotson. She is reported to have lived to be 110 yrs. of age when she died in 1881. After Ben died, she lived with her dau., Polly "Bunch" Pridemore, back of Boyd’s Gap on Newman’s Ridge. They moved to Tn. from NC when their dau., Frankie (b. 1805, d. 1885), was a small girl. Their gr. dau., Cynthia Colins, wife of Batey (my late wife’s gr. parents), remembered making shirts for grandfather Ben and taking food to grandmother Mary after his death. Old Rev. Greenbrier Wallen preached Mary’s funeral sitting down to preach, using the text "But Mary hath chosen the better part, which shall not be taken away from her.": (Luke 10:42) Children of Benjamin and Mary: Lambert, b. 1790; Wm., b. 1793; John, b. 1795; George, b. 1797—they stayed in NC; Celia, b. 1812 (m. Henry Fletcher, Fox Branch); Hannah, b. 1801 (m. Jesse Goodman, lived on Blackwater); Rachel, b. 1803 (m. Wm. Goodman, brother to Jesse, lived on Newman’s Ridge); Frankie, b. 1805, d. 1885 (m. Simeon Collins, son of Old Vardy & Peggy—they lived on Blackwater [Vardy]). They were my late wife’s gr. parents. They are both b. in our cemetery. This is taken from our family record.
Other Bunch names in our family record are: Caroline, Charles, Cleo, Edna, Emaline, George, Henry, Hubert, James, Jane, Jerry, John, John J., Matt, Missy, Orpha, Sally, Violet, Went & Lucy, Wm.
Marriage licenses issued: Morgan Collins to Elizabeth Bunch, 9/7/1870, Nicholas Alder, JP; Jesse Bunch to Martha Collins, 9/17/1870 (Jesse m. Martha 10 yrs. later again: Jesse Bunch to Ellen Williams, 10/12/1880); Stephen Collins to Missie Bunch, 6/8/1884—these were all in Hancock Co.; George Goins to Lively Bunch, 8/5/1839; Rebecca Bunch to John Burchett, 12/9/1843; Boyd Stewart to Emaline Bunch, 3/15/1846; Perlainy Trent to Samuel Bunch, 10/3/1835—all in Hawkins Co.; Collen Bunch to Rhoda Hallowell, 1785; Edward Bunch to Sarah Godwin, 1796; Solomon Bunch to Sarah Coffield, 1785; Elijah Bunch to Priscilla Bunch, 1795; Micajah Bunch to Anne Boulton, 1797; Jos. Bunch to Ann Wilkerson, 1800—these were all in Chowan Co., NC; Blaxton Gentry to Mary Bunch, 3/14/1786; Anthony Bunch to Mary Bunch, 6/26/1787; Suprey Bunch to Mary Sims, 4/22/1799—these were in Louisa Co., Va.; Wesley Lawson to Amanda Bunch, 1/29/1850 in Hancock Co.; James Bunch m. Edna Cole in 1871—they moved to Pope Co., Ill.
Hope this helps you. No charge.

Sincerely,
William P. Grohse
 

