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AtD TENICSSEE I
by Thomas F. Norrls Jr.'

Iuhlngton Co. YA

Records of settlers llvlng ln old tlashlngton Co.
VA and ln rhat later became Sulllvan and Harklns
Countles, TN, may be found In the followlng records:

1738-1769 Augusta Co. VA
1769-1772 Botetourt Co. VA
1112-1777 Flncastle Co. VA
1771-1779 l{ashlngton Co. VA
1779-1790 Sul I lvan Co. M

Also many early records of these areas may ba
found In the State Archlvos of NC (Ralelgh), and the
State Archlvos of Tennessoe (Nashvl I le). Other
helpful lnformatlon relatlng to these areas Include
the hlgher court records of l{ashlngton and Haml lton
Dlstrlcts of NC and the Jonesboro, Greenvllle and
Knoxvllle In TN.

lllgratlon ond Settl*nt ln Tll and S YA

The plvotal restward route ln |'lC nas llatauga Val-
ley through whlch Vlrglnlans and North Carol lnlans
noved Into rhat became eastern Tennessee, settllng
there from 1769 through 1172. Next followed the oc-
cupatlon of the val leys of the Holston and Cllnch
Rlvers as wel I as the French Broad Rlver. The Knox-
vl I le area ;as settled about 1786.

The State of Franklln (then NC) was temporarlly
set up In 1784 but falled to get recognltlon by
Congress. Instead, Congress recognlzed the ner
State of Tennessee as the l6th state In 1796.

The earllest permanent settlement ln the present
area of Tennessee ras 1769, by settlers comlng
rnalnly from the back country of VA and NC. The four
earll€st areas of settlement rere:

North of the Holston near Brlstol
Along the Watauga Rlver near Ellzabethon
l{est of the Holston near Rogersvl I le
Along the Nolochucky Rlver near Erttln

Early Fletcher Referqrces ln Publ lc Records

Records of I{ashlngton Co. VA Include Judgement
Book ll, 1785, Judgements of March Term; rrAaron

Lewls vs. ill I I lam Fletcher,rr an lndlcatlon that a
Wl I llam Fletcher clalmed lands ln old Washlngton Co.
as early os 178i.

lThoru. F. Norrls Jr. ls researchlng the llna of
lsaac Fletcher (b 7 Jul 1808 NC), great-great-
grandfather of hls rlfe Margaret Nan Fletcher.
These notes were col lected as he dl llgently searched
for clues to the parentage of lsaac. He has very
generously shared hls research efforts wlth the hope
that he mlght In return recelve further clu€s to
lsaacrs llne from our readers. Please wrlte hlm at
Rt. 2 Box 156, Hardy, Vlrglnla 24101. (lsaac Flet-
cher m 2 Oct lSll Etlzabeth Lankford In Scott Co.
YA; he d 12 Jul 1862 In Scott Co. lsaac and
Ellzabeth hod thlrt€6n chlldren, oll born ln scott
Co. VA, betreen l8l2 and 1858.)

Records taken from the NC Archlves ref. Mllltla
Servlce Accounts: 1777 Capt. Jacob l{omackrs payrol I

for servlce of men statloned af Womackrs fort, Fln-
castfe Co. VA for l5 July to l2 Ocf 1777 lncluded
Thomas Fletcher, 90 days, and |{llllam Fletcher, 90
days (Drummer boy). Each were pald 6.0.0 lbs'

1786 Russell Co. VA was taken from old l{ashlngton
Co. Fletchers were arirong the settlers there In the
mtd-Cl Inch Rlver val ley. Tax I lsts of Russel I Co.
for 1792-1791 (Upper Dlstrlct) lncluded f{l | | lam
Fletcher (150 acres) and ln the Lower Dlstrlct was
Ambrose F letcher.

1790 Tazrel I Co. VA was erected from l{ythe and
Russell. l{llllanr Flefcher Sr., a resldent In l{ythe,
rnarrled Mary Mllam 29 Jan 1791. lssue Included
James (1'192r, Rowland (1799), Ellas, Danlel, Joseph,
l{l I I lam and Aoron.

Il lkes Co. lS

The l{llkes County Genealoglcal Soclety collectlon
In the County Llbrary at North l{llkesboro keeps a
Memberts Famlly Group Sheet Flle. Durlng a vlslt to
the Llbrary on 28 Apr 1985, I found the follorlng
sheet:

Enoch Fletcher, b 15 Dec 1776 Fauquler Co. VA;
mTary _]-b 14 Jan l78Q Culpeper Co. VA.

The rlll of James Flefcher of l{llkes Co., made In
July 1805, nanxiT.i6ig-TF€T; trEnoch and John Flet-
cher, sons of BenJamln Fletcher.rt

In the year 1788 BenJamln Fletcher was a tlther
ln t{llkes Co. NC, wlth one poll (fax payer) and no
land. In 1799 Enoch Fletcher ras shorn as a tlther,
also rlfh one p6lTEnE-i6-Ti-nd.

ln 1810 Enoch Fletcher was llsted ln the c€nsus
enumerat loi-T6illiTTR6iCo. , w lth 4 ma les and 2
{emales, plus hlmself and wlfe. Agaln ln 1820'
Enochts name appears In the census lndex for l{l lkes
Co. The group sheef on fl le for hls famlly record€d
hls death In t816.

0ther persons related to Enoch, as named ln the
wl | | of James Fletcher, Esqulre, Included:

l{l | | lam Fletcher, son of James Fletcher Jr.
f,oFn FT;fi6-eFT-r., son of Thomas Fletcher
T;fiFFT6T;frAr--Si-., (Esq) and vlfe Susannah

The Rev. War record of Thomas A. Fletcher, rho
dled In Hawklns co. TN onffi that
he had brothers named BenJamln and l|l lllam' for rhom
he substltuted durlng the llar. For many years thls
Thomas Fletcher reslded In Scott Co. VA,

Marr I age records
rtl{l lllam Fletcher to

ln l{ | lkes Co. NC shor a bond
Peggy Cargl le, 6 Oct l779.tt

Illllar Fletchor of Illkes Co ts

Abstracts from publ.lc records Include:

1798 James Roberts, age 9 years, bound to
tJllllam Fletcher, Book | (see p. 479)'

1805 E I lzabeth Fletcher, wlfe of l{l I I lam
Fletcher, decd., Book ll.

t808 Wl I I lam Fletcher, decd.r Inventory of
estato of, Book ll (soe p. 159-Oct. Term
of Court).

(cont I nued )
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|SOB Ellzabeth Fletcher, rlldow of l{llllam
Fletcher, decd., allowance to (Book ll
(see P. 292).

l8O9 lll I I lam Fletcher, decd., sale of estate
of. Named as Purchasers: E | | zab€th
Fletcher, l{llllarn Fletcher and John Jean
(husband of Efferella Fletcher; m 7 Dec
1796)' Book ll (see p. 261-l4ay Term ot
Court).

lSlO Hltllam Fletcher, decd., Inventory of
estate of, Book---(see p. 280-Jan. Term
of Court).

l8l2 tlllllam Fletcher, Blll of sale for
sloves, l{l | | lam Fletcher to Archlbald
Tomllnson, Book---(see P. l8).

l8l4 Thena Carter, orPhan, bound to Y{llllam
Fletcher, Book---(see MaY Tern of
Court ).

Marr I ages:

06 Oct
12 Aug
l5 Aug
l0 Oct
Before

1179 tlI
l8l I rl
l8t7 rlI
l8l8 fil
t8l I r{l

I lam F letcher/P€ggy Cargl le
I lam Fletcher/Merlah Pratt
I lam Fletcher/Lovlna Tucker
I tam Fletcher/El lzabeth Kl lbY
I lam Fletcher/Sarah Burcham

l84t Thomas Fletcher estate, account of ad-
mlnTifr;fi on , fa | | Term of Court. See

ll.B.---P.298.

Marrlages (tll lkes Co. NC):

1802 Thomas Flefcher & Sarah Dogan (rldor of
Sam Dogan) nee Hundon. Bondsman l{llllam
B. Lenolr, Rotan Co. llltness, James
Fletcher. See Bond t000165156' dated 2

Decenber.
t790 Samuel Dogan & Sarah Hundon, dated l0

June (lsT marrlage). Bondsnan, John
Roblns. l{ltness, Charles Gordon, C.C.

1818 Rlchard Gordon E Betsy F letcherr | 5
February.

182, Lanty n. Wnlte & Rebecca Flefcher, 05
June.

1826 Russell H. Jones E Parmellla Flefcher,
l4 September.

lSOJ Sareh Flefcher, deed of glft
HAfihe-T]B:T, P. '12, dated
ber.

Ornershlp of PropertY:r

to James
22 Decen'

Thos Fletcher of Vlllkes Co. NC purchased 4ll
acFes on-TFe North Fork of Lewls Fork from
John Shepherd Jr. on 08 Ocf 1803 for 500 lbs'
tobecco. See Book F, P. 01.

Thomas Fletcher of lll lkes Co. NC sold 480
acr€s-on EbTfr"-ldes of Mlddle Fork Reddles
Rlver, near Gap of Mtn., to John Shepherd on

08 Oct l80J for $1000. Includes plantatlon
rhere Davld Oren nor llves. See Book F, p'
91.

Thomas Fletcher and Sarah Fletcher, hls rlfe,
of-fr-fTRE;G;-T-c sold one n€gro slave - bY

name rtCharlesrt ; also another by name nHarryil

to James Fletcher on 22 Dec 1805. See Book F,
0.9r.

T'Sour.": Absher, Mrs. t{.0. (Abstracter &

Compl ler), Deed Book F-!, l{l lkes CountY, North
cirJr rni tiTl
SEl€Jy ofTfr.t-"Oil glnalrr tlllkes County.

Fletchars ln Gensuses of Scsft Co. YA

1820 FLETCHER 000100
James 000000

FLETCHER 2OOOIO
Thos,Jr 100100100

FLETCHER OOOOOI

Thos,Sr lllll0l00
1850 FLETCHER 0000000000000 Page | |

PeqqY OO0l | 10000000 I Llne 02
FLET6FiR ooloooloooooo Pase I I

Thomas 0010001000000 4 Llne 03
FLETCHER 000000.|000000 Page I I

Y{l | | | am lOOOO|OO00000 2(slc) Llne l0
nFLECHER" 0200100000000 Page I I

Abram IOOO100000000 7 Llne l5
FLETCHER 0000000000100 Poge 12

Thos.A. 0000100001000 5 Llne 0l
FLETCHER lOOOl0O000000 Page l5

John I 100010000000 5 Ll ne 0E

NOTE: lllll of John Burchan, made 4 Sep lStl'
proved 1815, names rr...daughter Sarah Fletcher...My
son-ln-lar I{llllam Fletchef...tt There ras also a

Illlllam Fletcher, veteran of the Revolutlonary Vlar,
born 1758 ln Stafford Co. VA, but resldent ln l{l lkes
Co. NC for a tlme after the l{ar. Thls Wllllam Flet-
cher dled In Jackson Co. AL on 27 Nov l8l7 and left
there a rldow named PatseY.

Thms Fletcfrer of Hl lkas Co. lS

Abstracts from rl I ls and other publlc records
I nc I ude:

l8t2 Thomas Fletcher made an affldavlt that
Seras-5orn Tn-Tere Par I shr G loucester
Co.r VA, on 2 Feb 1762" He served In
the' Revolutlonary l{ar at the slege of
Yorktorn and settled ln l{l lkes Co. NC ln
the yecr 1802, servlng as an-ltlnerant
Methodlst mlnlster. He dled In lll lkes
Co. on l8 Mar 18r5. (Penslon Appllco-
tlon fSF 84810)

l8l5 Thoros Fletcherrs rl | | proved May Term
A-tourT. Names he I rs as rlf e Sarah 'son J.ll. Fletcher, grandaughter Martha
E. l{hlte, also Rachoel H' Jones' Rlchord
Gordon and r I fe BetseY Goodman ( ? )
(Gordon). See l{.8. lV, P. 189.

l8l5 Thomas Fletcher esfafe, Inventory of'-ffiT-ffi-6f-6urt. See l{.8. lV, P.
t94).

1855 Thomas Fletcher estate, occount of sale
of|-ffid-EFm? Court. See lbld' P'
200.

l8f9 Thomas Fletcher estate, accountlng of'
l-uiT-f€rrn;TTourt. See J!Ji., p. 258'

1840 Saritr Fletcher, rldor oF-T-homas Flet-
;fr-er-r-:-mTi-_6i. Proved Nov. Term of
Court. Names he I rs of. Ch I I dren I n-
cludlng Rachael l{hlte and husband Lanty
l{hlter*Mary Martln, Panella Jones & her
husband Rirsse | | H. Jones, Joseph ll'
Dugan(slc), t{. Fletcher, Mary..Stone,
E ll zabeth Gordon, E | | zabeth Vannoy.
tl'B'---P' l2q'
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1840 FLETCHER 22000tooo0ooo
I saac 0000100000000

FLETCHER 2110010000000
John 021 1010000000

FLETCFER 1000000000000
Sarah 0200010100000

l8O0 Ellzabeth Fletcher 01200
James Fletcher 31010
James FIefcher (Esq) 00201
John Fletcher 20010
|lllllam Fletcher 01001

l8l0 James F letcher 02201
James Fletcher (Esq) llll0
Enoch Fletcher 40010
Thornas Fletcher(Esq) 10001

Thcas Flefcfrer

Tlthes 1748 - Lerls Deloneyrs llst (pp. 64/661
JohnFletcher-ltlthe

SamG-Tfif=-T6Fi-el lusr I lst (pp. 129/134,
- XXXXXXX
Jefferson,s I lst 1p. 197)

- I tlthe
There ls no evldence fo connect thls John Flet-

cher tlth Thomas Fletcher or hls brothers Ill | | lam
and BenJamln, but lt ls obvlous that famllles of

thls surname y€re among resldents of that area prlor
fo 1750, whlch rras about the tlme of Thomast blrth.
The orlglnal Plttsylvanla Co. ras erected from 0ld
Lunenburg In 1767 and contalned the present day
countles of Henry and Patrlck. lilr. Bell states that
tr...many orlglnal settlers remalned and becarne per-
manent lnhabltants. Others paused for a tlme, then
passed lnto the South and Southwest, part of a great
mlgratlon rol I Ing southward lnto NC, both the
present state, and rhat ls now TN, etc.tr

It ls hard to separete and clearly ldentlfy the
several Thonas Fletchers of Patrlck Co. VA and
Surry, l{l lkes, Rowan and other northwest€rn NC
countles. Persons bearlng the same glven names are
found contemporaneously fn both states.

By the year 1850r. the surname Fletcher rras repre-
sented ln Scott Co. VA by slx households, an ln-
creaso of three over the year 1820. Thomas Jr. and
Thomas ,{. 5r. were both reported, each-TTTfr--E-Ti-vlng
tTf€ a;A;T least one chlld resldlng In fhe home.
Mlsslng from the earl ler I lst ras a James Fletcher.
Among those reporf ed I lv Ing ln Sc6-fr-T6l-J6i-The
f lrst tlme ras Peggy_Ll:lc_brl, very probably a
rldou, trlth two females and no males In the home.
Another netv resldent was |{llllam Fletcher. aoe
40/50, wlth a wtfe and one-T5ffitrcl5F--FT3-E Jo6n
Fletcher yas reported, rho wlth hls rlfe were E:FF-
natlves of NC. These all seem to have followed
others of thelr klnsmen from NC to settle ln the
valleys of the Holston and Cllnch Rlverq ln soufh-
western VA. Lll\t > {rnt

ltrSq€ lJletcher applled for a penslon as a
Revl--W'ilG-T6FEi'iJn the County Court at Estll-
levl lle (no* Gate Clty), on l5 Feb 1815. In hls
deposltlon re dlscover thaf hls mlddle lnltlal nast'Arr, and also that BenJamln and hlllllam rere hls
brothers. Unfortunately for us, he dld not state
the date or place of hls blrth nor dld he ldentlfy
the names of hls garents.

By 4 Mar 1859, thls Thomas Fletcher 5r. had
rerbved from Scott Co. tffie he
vent to llve wlth hls son-ln-law Anthony Smlth. An-
thony Smlth and Ellzabeth Fletch;;-Ta;G-;eF;:ied tn
Scotf Co. by the Rev. Samuel Helton on th6 6th day
of Aug 1822. Hls mlnlsterrs return reads: trA I lst
of marrlages solemnlzed ln the year 1822 up to the
l2th of Sepfember to-ylt etcr'. In addltlon to An-
thony and Ellzabethrs marrlage, fhat same llst ln-
cluded the marrlage of James Fletcher and Anny San-
dlge, on the 2nd Februa?7-T6ZlJ---Tfr-omas Fletcherts
stated roason for movlng to Hawklns Co. TN tastr...he has a daughter resldlng In Harklns Co. and he
ls gettlng old. He rlshes to be wlth her famlly to
take care of them.tr He dled there on l8 Feb 1845,
In the 98th year of hls llfe. These facts rere all
glven ln the penslon record, obtalned from the Na-
tlonal Archlves by Mlchael Fletcher ln 1985.

In a wlll dated 50 Nov 1841, thls sane Thomas
Fletcher ldentlfled as helrs: sons John P., |{l l-
llam, Thomas and James. and dauohters JTfr6T-HeriTfrT

?6TTv -O'rDa n I e | . -PEIqqv F I etchei. Franl-e-FFtter an i
Ef lzabeth Smlth. See Havklns Co. l{.8. ll/189.

Thonas Fletcher Jr. of Scott Co. dled sometlme
ueffio. Hls farnl ly ls recorded In
the 1840 enumeratlon as Sarah Fletcher., age 50/60,
wlth one male under 5, pl-ii?-JEi6T6i-iider 20. The
fender ages of these ch I I dren suggest thaf they
mlght be grandchl ldren or perhaps step-chl ldren.

Page 286
6 Llne 25

Page 298
l0 Llne 09

Page 505
5 Llns 21

ilarrlagc In Scott Co. VA ;
06 Aug 1822 Anthony Snlfh/Et lzabeth Fletchor
l3 May l826 Peter Eller,/Frances Fletcner
02 Oct l85l I saac F letcher,/E | | zabeth Lankford
2l Dec lSll 0bedlah Castell,zMallnda Fletcher

? 1856 Aaron Fletcher/Seney Jarvls

Fletchers In Censuses t Tax Llsts of Xllks Co. l[
1782 James Fllscher, tax llst,6850 acres,

T-muEVfrorses, I 5 catt le (Nathan le | 
'Gor-

dans Ll st).
1782 llllllam Fletcher, tax llst, 900 acres, I

muGTfrorse;-T cor (Alex. Gordons Llst)

I tol0
50010
l0l0l
500t0
0t001
0020 I
230t0
200t0
120r0

Several Indlvlduals bearlng thls nam6 are of con-
slderabie Interesf to us. The eldest, ldentlfled as
Thonas tA) Fletcher, ras born ln Vlrglnla about the
ffice of hls blrth has not been
preserved nor have the names of hls Darenfs b€en
found ln any records avalloble to us.

He gave mllltary servlce ln support of the State
of Vlrglnla durlng the Revolutlonary tlar at rhlch
tlme he reslded In the County of Plttsylvanla(1776). He campalgned In Eastern Vlrglnla, and at
Grynrs lEland on the Chesapeake 8ay. He also fought
In the Battle of Gullford Courthouse, NC, under the
command of General Nathanlel Greene. A deposltlon
made for hls penslon as a veteran of that tlar men-
tlons tro brothers, BenJamln and lil I I lam Fletcher.
Marr I ase Bonds and ET n IsFers Retuii-i--i]lTTTilTiEfrTa

TolTFIng-enTiy t p. 121: x tB June | 79b, Thomas
FLETCIIER and Kezlah FARRtS, dau. of Joseph Farrls,
rho consents. Surety, Joshua Short. Marrlod by the
Rev. James Hunt.rr

Landon C. Bel l, In hls work entltled
the Southslde, a I lst of tlthes and
ilrnen6urg-ffi-VA l74B- | 185, prov ldes the
Flotcher entrles;

Sunl lght on
tlthers ln

fol lovlng

John Fletcher
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